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25 Years of YACAO

A quarter-century of committed partnership for fair organic cocoa

Winterthur, December 2025 — YACAOQ, a subsidiary of PRONATEC, marked its 25™ anniversary with
a grand celebration in Santo Domingo. Employees, members of the smallholder cooperative
FUNDOPQ, international partners and guests came together to reflect on a quarter-century of
committed partnership for organic and fair trade cocoa in the Dominican Republic.

The event concluded a multi-day anniversary trip, during which PRONATEC
customers and business partners gained first-hand insights into operations on
the ground — from managing smallholder plots to fermenting, drying and
preparing cocoa for export. The programme also included visits to Fairtrade
projects, amongst others a tree nursery, conversations with farming families
and a tour of a processing centre.

YACAQ was founded in 2000 to build close and long-term relationships with
producers. What began with 84 farming families has grown into a partnership
with more than 3,000 members of the FUNDOPO cooperative. Fair prices,
technical support and development projects ensure stable incomes and
improve living conditions in the cultivation areas.

A major focus is on agroforestry projects funded by Fairtrade premiums. They
help increase biodiversity, improve soil quality and ensure long-term yields.
Together, YACAO and FUNDOPO strengthen both the quality of organic
cocoa and sustainable development in rural communities.

Speaking at the anniversary celebration, Swiss Ambassador Rita Hammerli
honoured the long-term commitment: “Without the high-quality organic
cocoa from the Dominican Republic, Swiss chocolate would not be what it is
today. Behind this quality stand generations of dedicated people whose
knowledge and hard work form the foundation of this success.”

With Dominican music, local food and many personal encounters, the event
offered the chance to celebrate 25 years of shared success.
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About YACAO

Founded in 2000 by PRONATEC, YACAO purchases exclusively organic and fair trade certified cocoa, which it ferments, dries
and exports. Today, the company employs around 90 permanent and 80 seasonal staff across four locations in Navarrete,

El Seibo, Medina and Yamasa. With an annual export volume of around 8,000 tonnes, YACAO is now the largest exporter of
organic and fair trade certified cocoa in the Dominican Republic. A barcode-based traceability system ensures full

transparency down to the individual plot.

Further information: http://pronatec.com/vacao-en

About PRONATEC

PRONATEC has been a pioneer in the global organic and fair trade movement and supplies its international customers in
the food and cosmetics industries with premium-quality, certified ingredients. These include safe, traceable cocoa products,
sugar, vanilla and spices that all meet the highest standards. The owner-run Swiss family company maintains long-standing
partnerships with cooperatives in the countries of origin and makes a tangible contribution to improving the lives of
smallholders and their families. Since 2022, the company has been processing organic cocoa beans into cocoa mass, butter,
powder and nibs at the world’s only exclusively organic cocoa-processing plant, PRONATEC Swiss Cocoa Production. From
procuring the beans from small-scale farmers, through fermentation and export to processing and sale of the finished
product, all stages of the process are in PRONATEC's own hands. Since it was first founded in 1976, PRONATEC has grown
along with its customers and smallholders. Now, in 2025, the company employs around 58 people at its headquarters in

Winterthur and around 35 at the production site in Beringen near Schaffhausen.
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